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INTRODUCTION 


The  U.  S.  poultry  industry  ha«  a  direct  concern  with  the  Europeau 
Common  Market  and  its  inplications  with  regard  to  exports  of  U.  S. 
processed  poultry  meat. 

In  recent  years  the  Common  Market  area  has  become  an  increasingly 
inportant  market  for  U.  S.  poultry  meat.    The  value  of  U.  S. 
poultry  products  exports  to  the  Common  Market  countries  increased 
from  $100  thousand  in  195U  to  $20.9  million  in  19^9.    During  the 
first  9  months  of  I960  exports  have  been  running  about  2$  percent 
above  1959.    The  prospective  market  in  the  Common  Market  countries 
is  even  more  inportant  to  the  U.  S.  poultry  industry.    Among  the 
total  population  of  166  million  in  the  6  countries  comprising  the 
Common  Market,  per  capita  consurrption  of  poultry  meat  products  in 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1959  amounted  to  only  8.U  pounds  compared 
with  about  3U.0  pounds  in  the  United  States. 

Given  a  fair  opportunity  to  conpete  with  other  countries  supplying 
poultry  meat  products,  as  well  as  with  poultry  producers  within 
the  Common  Market  area,  the  U.  S.  poultry  industry  will  continue 
to  enjoy  substantial  increases  in  the  volume  of  exports  by  sharing 
in  the  increase  of  poultry  consunption  in  Europe.    If,  however. 
Common  Market  procedures  and  regulations  inpose  unreasonable  and 
discriminatory  conditions  on  inports  of  U.  S.  poultry,  U.  S.  exports 
will  suffer.    Hence,  forthcoming  action  by  the  Common  Market,  hy 
reason  of  its  importance  to  U.  S.  exports  of  poultry  meat  products, 
is  an  inportant  key  to  the  continued  success  of  the  U.  S.  poultry 
industry's  efforts  to  realize  its  full  potential  in  this  field. 
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WHAT  IS  THE  COMMON  MARKET? 

The  Common  Market  is  the  world's  largest  international  trading 
community.    Its  official  name  is:    The  European  Economic  Community.  1/ 

The  6  countries  presently  members  of  the  Common  Market  are;  Belgium, 
Luxembourg,  the  Netherlands,  France,  Italy  and  the  Federal  R^ublic 
of  Germany. 

The  Common  Market  was  established  in  19$8  pursuant  to  the  Six  having 
agreed  to  the  Rome  Treaty  of  March  1957.    This  treaty  sets  forth 
principles  under  which  the  Six,  over  a  period  of  from  6  to  15  years, 
will  gradually  bind  themselves  into  a  customs  union  within  which 
tariff  barriers  and  other  inport  restrictions  will  be  eliminated, 
and  outside  which  there  will  exist  a  common  tariff  wall  and  other 
common  restrictions  to  inport  trade. 

It  is  contenplated  also  that,  eventually,  within  the  Six,  all  goods, 
services,  labor  and  capital  will  circulate  and  be  made  available 
freely  under  common  policies  for  agriculture,  transportation,  labor, 
and  under  rules  of  fair  conpetition. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  SPECIFIC  PROPOSALS  AFFECTING  POULTRY  MEAT  PRODUCTS? 
These  are  basically  3  in  number,  as  follows: 

1.  Tariffs :    At  the  end  of  approximately  6 J  years, 
(or  June  30,  1967),  it  is  proposed  that  poultry 
meat  products  from  countries  outside  the  Common 
Market  (the  U.S.)  will  face  an  ItJ-percent  tariff, 
basis  c.i.f. .    At  the  end  of  this  time  no  tariffs 
will  exist  for  poultry  shipped  from  one  Common 
Market  country  to  another.    Adjustments  in  existing 
tariffs,  both  within  and  outside,  are  to  take  place  gradually 
during  this  6^year  transitional  period. 

2.  Variable  levies:    It  is  proposed  to  add  to  the 
lb-percent  tariff  an  additional  fee  to  poultry 
products  shipped  into  the  Common  Market  area  to 
cover  differences  in  prices  for  feed  grain.  Hence, 
this  variable  fee  (the  formula  for  calculating 
this  fee  has  not  yet  been  announced)  would  "protect" 
in  addition  to  poultry  products,  also  Common  Market 
grain  prices,  which  generally  are  much  higher  than 
world  market  prices. 

1/  In  addition  to  the  "Common  Market,"  the  European  Economic  Community 
Ts  also  frequently  referred  to  as:    "EEC";  "The  Six";  "The  Rome  Treaty". 
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3.    "Gate  pricas";    This  device  can  be  thought  of  also 
as  "governing  price".    Common  Market  Commission 
officials  carefully  point  out  that  the  "gate  price" 
is  not  a  minimum  price,  in  the  ordinary  meaniig, 
in  that  its  stated  purpose  is  to  "protect"  Common 
Market  poultry  producers  against  dunping.  The 
"gate  price"  will  be  set  very  low,  according  to 
Commission  officials  —  perhaps  at  70-percent  of 
the  average  calculated  cost  of  production.  The 
"gate  price"  is  to  be  the  price  that  would  govern 
in  the  event  the  c.i»f,  price  of  the  goods,  plus 
both  the  tariff  and  the  variable  levy  fees  did 
not  come  up  to  or  equal  the  "gate  price."    In  this 
event  the  fees  applied  against  entry  of  the  poultry 
would  be  increased  as  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
"gate  price." 

THE  SETTING  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  C0MM3N  MARKET 

The  Common  Market  is  not  standing  alone.    It  is  part  and  parcel  of  a 
much  larger  idea.    The  Common  Market  will  have  to  develop  and  grow  within 
the  framework  of  this  greater  idea  of  which  it  is  a  creat\ire,  namely, 
the  European  Community.    Inevitably,  the  interests  of  the  U.  S.  poultry 
industry  which  are  presented  to  the  Common  Market  will  be  weighed  out 
by  this  institution  operating  within  the  ideals  of  that  Community. 

The  European  community; ,  In  addition  to  the  Common  Market,  also  included  are 
these  other  ma^or  instrumentalities:    (1)    the  European  Coal  and  Steel 
Community  (ECSC),  and  (2)  the  European  Atomic  Energy  Community  (EURATOM). 

All  three,  (EEC,  ECSC,  and  EDRATOM)  are  brought  under  unified  organiza- 
tional control  through:  (1)  a  Council  of  Ministers;  (2)  a  European 
Parlimentj  and  (3)  a  Court  of  Justice.    These  are  explained  as  follows: 

The  task  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  is  to  coordinate  policies  of  the  6 
separate  national  governments  with  those  of  the  overall  Community.  The 
Council  consists  of  a  member  from  each  national  government.    The  member 
is  usually  the  actual  minister  concerned  with  the  subject  under  discussion 
~  i.e.  for  agricultural,  the  Ministers  of  Agricult\ire.    The  Council 
usually  takes  final  decisions  with  respect  to  Agricultural  matters,  but 
only  on  proposals  of  the  Common  Market  Commission.    It  may  modify  such 
proposals  only  on  unanimous  vote  during  these  early  stages  of  development. 

The  adoption  of  the  Common  Market  proposals  for  agriculture  will  at  the 
outset  be  only  by  unanimous  vote,  until  gradually  this  system  will  be 
r^laced  by  majority  voting.    The  Council  of  Ministers  is  the  only 
European  Community  body  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  national 
governments  of  the  members. 


The  Eur^ean  Parliment  -  Presently  consists  of  lU2  members  selected 
tiy  and  from  the  legislative  bodies  of  member  countries.    The  tasks 
of  the  Parliment  include:    receiving,  reviewing,  and  criticizing 
required  annual  reports  of  the  Three  Executive  Groiqjs  (i.e.  EEC, 
ECSC,  and  Euratom);  to  pass  on  certain  specific  decisions  of  the 
Common  Market  and  Euratoraj  to  scrutinize  the  Communities 5  budget. 
The  Parliment  maintains  13  standing  committees  which  closely  follow 
the  Executive  Groups*  work  and  it  can  oust  an  Executive  on  motion 
of  censTire  voted  by  a  two-thirds  majority. 

The  Court  of  Justice  -  This  is  a  high  court  consisting  of  7  judges 
having  final  power  to  confirm  or  quash  actions  of  the  Executives  and 
the  Council  of  Ministers. 

THE  TRANSITION  PERIOD  (1961-196?)  WITHIN  THE  SIX 

The  Common  Market  plan  envisions  a  gradual  tapering  off  to  zero  of 
virtiially  all  tariffs,  and  the  elmination  of  other  trade  barriers 
within  the  Six.    Policies  and  procedures  ere  to  be  adopted  by  indi- 
vidual countries  which  will  have  the  effect  of  making  common  the 
agricultural  policies  of  the  Six  by  Jtane  30,  196?. 

To  accor^ilish  these  ends  provisions  are  made  for:    (1)  progressive 
tariff  cuts 5  (2)  variable  levj.es  which  are  to  be  tapered  off  until 
approximately  unified  prices  are  reached,  and  which  will  be  handled 
in  a  manner  that  will  give  "preference  to  member  states."    (3)  Ceasing 
to  establish  new  bilateral  or  multilateral  trade  agreements,  and  to 
make  affirmative  moves  which  will  result  in  the  elimination  of 
existing  bilateral  and  multilateral  agreements,  by  June  30,  1967. 

EXECUTIVE  GROUPS 

From  the  vantage  point  of  the  European  Community  organizational  structure, 
the  EEC,  the  ECSC,  and  Euratom  is  each  an  "Executive  Groip."    Each  one 
of  these  Executive  Groups  is  a  formidable  administrative  organism  of 
itself.    A  brief  resume  of  the  Executive  Groups  follows: 

(1)  The  Coal-Steel  High  Authority. . . .  Consists  of  9 
members.    The  Coal-Steel  Hign  Authority  has  the 
task  of  maintaining  a  common  market  for  coal, 
steel,  iron-ore,  and  scrap.    It  dates  from  a 
treaty  signed  in  Paris  on  April  18,  19$1» 

(2)  The  Common  Market  Commission....  Consists  of  9 
members.    The  Common  Market  Commission  has  the 
work  of  overseeing  and  sv5)ervising  gradual  estab- 
lishment of  the  Common  Market.    It  dates  from  a 
treaty  signed  at  Rome  on  March  2^,  19$7. 
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(3)    The  Euratom  Coimnlssion* . « «  Consists  of  ^  members. 
The  Euratom  Commission  is  charged  with  encoiaraging 
and  assisting  ixi  the  adaptation  of  atonic  energy 
to  industrial  uses.    It  stirauj^tes  atomic  research 
and  education.    Euratom  stqserwises  a  STjpply  agency 
for  nuclear  fuel,  and  sets  standards  for  the  pro- 
tection of  health  against  the  inproper  use  of 
atomic  energy.    Because  of  its  highly  scientific 
mission,  this  Commission  may  issue  certain  "directly 
binding"  regiilations. 

The  3  separate  Executive  Groups  are  separately  of  governments.  Each 
makes  decisions  on  the  basis  of  majority  votes  and  each  is  subject  to 
common  parlimentary  and  judicial  control  as  e:q)lained  elsewhere  in 
this  circular. 

Advisory  Committees;    There  are  several  Advisory  Committees  to  the 
Executives,  including:    (1)  the  101-man  Economic  and  Social  Committee} 

(2)  a  $l-man  Consultative  Committee  to  the  ECSC  High  Authority^ 

(3)  the  Monetary  Committee;  (U)  the  Transport  Committee;  (5)  the 
Scientific  and  Technical  Committee. 

WILL  TOTAL  TRADE  WITH  NON-Ma^BER  COUNTRIES  BE  MORE  RESTRICTIVE? 

As  indicated  herein  the  ECC  provides  within  itself  a  sizable  market. 
Certain  of  the  proposals  for  individual  commodities  seem  designed  to 
assure  this  sizable  market  for  its  members.    Such  measures  are,  as 
yet,  proposals,  and  at  this  stage  of  Europe's  economic  progress  in 
the  postwar  era,  it  appears  inprobable  that  the  leadership  which  con- 
ceived and  implemented  the  ECSC,  EURATOM  and  EEC  would  allow  the 
last  named  organization  to  become  an  instrument  for  restricting  trade 
between  its  member  countries  and  the  outside  world.    With  the  primary 
objective  of  freeing  and  increasing  the  flow  of  trade  between  its 
member  countries,  there  may  be,  in  the  initial  stages  of  iuiplementation, 
certain  rules  formulated  to  equalize  production  costs  and  tariff 
differences  for  certain  commodities  between  member  countries.  Depend- 
ing upon  the  methods  used,  this  may  work  shortterro  hardships  on  non- 
member  countries.    However,  it  is  hoped  that  where  the  use  of  such 
necessary  equalization  measures  are  required  they  will  not  be  allowed  to 
become  instruments  for  restricting  the  flow  of  trade  in  any  commodity 
between  member  countries  and  non-member  countries  which  may  have  a 
definite  conpetitive  advantage. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  following  conclusions  with  respect  to  poultry  products  and  the 
Common  Market  seem  currently  reasonable: 

A.    The  three  major  proposals  (tariffs,  variable  fees  and 
"gate  prices")  are  mechanisms  which  can  be  used  to 
restrict  and  limit  U.  S.  poultry  products  exports. 
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B.  The  extent  to  which  U.  S.  poultry  exports  to  Common 
Market  countries  may  be  restricted  will  depend  in 
large  part  on  any  one  or  the  combination  of:  (1) 
the  level  of  tariffs;  (2)  the  production  efficiency 
levels  to  which  variable  fees  are  related;  and 

(3)  whether  or  not  the  "gate  price"  device,  if 
enployed,  is  applied  to  Common  Market  ingjorts  of 
poultiy  products  which  have  not  been  subsidized 
(or  othCTwise  assisted)  either  in  the  production 
or  sale  thereof, 

C.  The  attitude,  expressed  in  tenns  of  actions,  that  the 
European  Community  takes  toward  U.  S»  agricultural 
trade  in  general  will  importantly  determine  the 
treatment  received  by  U.  S«  poultry  products  in 
particular. 

D.  There  are  no  confirmed  policies  for  poultry  products 
at  this  time.    Only  proposals.    Nonetheless,  the  EEC 
is  a  going  administrative  organism  which  in  some 
degree  will  most  certainly  affect  U.  S.  exports  of 
poultry  products  to  Europe  —  undoubtedly  in  a 
limiting  manner. 
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WORLD  TRADE  IN  POULTRY  MEAT  AHD  SHELL  EGGS 

COHTIRUES  TO  RISE;    EGG  PRODUCTS  DOVW 

Imports  of  poultry  meat  into  the  8  major  world  markets  in  1959  rose 
sharply  to  a  new  high  of  327  million  poimds  from  the  previous  high 
of  233  million  pounds  in  1958.    This  was  a  gain  of  ko  percent — 
almost  double  the  rate  of  increase  from  1957  to  1958.    West  Geznan 
imports j       62  percent^  accounted  for  most  of  this  gain. 

World  trade  in  shell  eggs,  as  represented  by  the  seven  major  markets 
of  West  Germany,  Italy,  Venezuela,  Hong  Kong,  Switzerland,  France 
and  the  United  Kingdcwi,  in  that  order,  rose  10  percent  from  585 
million  dozen  in  1958  to  6kh  million  dozen  in  1959-    All  of  the 
countries  except  Hong  Kong  and  the  United  Kingdom,  shared  in  this 
increase. 

Poultry  meat 

With  record  high  imports  of  both  eggs  and  poultry  meat.  West  Germany 
in  1959  maintained  its  position  as  the  world's  largest  Importer  of 
poultry  products.    The  Netherlsmds  auod  Denmark  were  again  the 
principal  suppliers --accounting  for  5^  percent  of  total  poultry  meat 
imports.    The  United  States  becaase  the  second  largest  supplier  accounting 
c?or  almost  20  percent* 

Iiaports  were  stimulated  by  the  increased  consximer  demand  for  poultry 
meat  partly  as  a  resxilt  of  market  development  and  partly  as  a  result 
of  a  favorable  price  relationship  to  red  meat.    Imports  were  facilitated 
by  some  relaxation  of  inrport  controls  such  as  the  dollar  liberalization 


This  Circular  contains  more  detailed  infoniatioii  than  the  suoaDiary  published 
In  the  ajonthly  supplemental  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  emd  Markets  of  October  27, 
i960. 
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Of  backs  and  necks  in  January  1959,  and  of  turkeys,  geese  and  ducks 

in  June  1959,  along  vith  slightly  higher  dollar  allocations  for  chicken 

imports  from  the  U.  3.  and  Csuaada* 

Poultry  shipments  from  Holland,  the  U.  S.  and  Denmark  consisted  mainly 
of  fowl  and  broilers,  as  before,  but  U.  S.  turkeys — whole  birds  and 
turkey  parts — gained  acceptance  on  the  Greraaan  market. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  i960  imports  of  slaughtered  poultry  in- 
creased 57  percent  from  T5  million  to  117  million  pounds.    Imports  from 
the  U.  S.  accounted  for  a  large  x>art  of  this  increase,  although  the 
Dutch  and  Danish  imports  increased  also.    Imports  of  U    S.  poultry 
more  than  tripled  and  represented  26  percent  of  total  poultry  meat  im- 
ports, as  against  only  10  x)ercent  in  the  January-June  i)eriod  of  last 
year. 

Switzerland  in  1959  became  the  second  largest  free-world  market  for 
poultry  meat,  displacing  the  United  Kingdom.    Imports  of  frozen  emd 
ready-to-cook  poultry  continued  to  expand  in  that  year  though  at  a 
diminishing  rate.    Total  imports  of  dressed  poultry  euaounted  to  30*6 
million  pounds  con^jared  with  24.3  million  in  1958.    Of  this,  19-7 
million  came  from  the  U.  S.  compared  with  13 '3  million  pounds  in  the 
previous  year.    The  only  other  s\q)pliers  of  any  significance  were  the 
Netherlands  with  a  slight  increase  ajid  Denmazic,  whose  share  decreased. 

The  United  Kingdom,  now  third  in  size  as  a  poultry  meat  msLrket,  dropped 
its  imports  from  24.3  million  pounds  in  1958  to  only  19-2  million  potmds 
in  1959-    This  was  the  direct  result  of  increased  domestic  production. 
Imports  from  all  of  its  principal  suppliers,  Ireland,  Denmark  and 
Argentina  were  down.    In  November  of  1959  the  U.  K.  liberalized  imports 
of  canned  chicken  from  the  dollar  area  and  a  small  quantity  of  U.  S. 
CEinned  chicken  was  inqported  in  1959* 

Italy's  imports  of  poultry  meat  also  declined  in  1959*    As  domestic 
production  continued  to  increase  poultry  imports  Into  Italy  showed  a 
drop  of  7  percent,  from  16.O  million  pounds  to  Ik, 9  million  pounds. 
Poultry  imports  from  Yugoslavia,  Poland  and  particularly  Denmark  were 
down  and  the  slight  increases  in  shipments  fran  the  minor  suppliers, 
Bulgaria  and  Hungary  were  not  sxifficient  to  offset  the  decline  in  im- 
ports from  traditional  major  suppliers.    This  trend  appears  to  have 
continued  through  1960. 

Austria  laareased  its  in5)orts  from  a  little  over  7  million  pounds  in 
1958  to  almost  11  million  in  1959,  an  increase  of  hS  percent.  This 
placed  Austria  fifth  as  a  world  market  in  1959,  ahead  of  Hong  Kong  and 
Canada. 

Although  Austrian  production  of  poultry  meat  has  increased  steadily 
in  the  past  few  years,  it  has  been  lagging  behind  the  fast  growing 
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market  demeind.    As  a  result,  the  trend  in  imports  of  poultry  meat  has 
been  upward.    Imports  in  1953  comprised  only  about  k  percent  of  poultry 
meat  consximed  and  in  1958-59,  29  percent.    Prospects  are  that  in  196O-61 
imports  will  account  for  a  still  larger  portion  of  total  supplies.  This 
assumes  of  course  that  Austria  will  continue  to  attract  a  large  tourist 
trade  from  both  North  America  and  the  Continent. 

U.  S.  poultry,  in  limited  amounts,  vas  allowed  entry  in  Austria  late  in 
i960.    It  is  expected  that  in  due  time  a  fair  share  of  this  market  can 
be  obtained,  provided  Austria  liberalizes  imports  from  the  dollar  area 
and  U.  S.  poultry  meat  prices  continue  to  be  competitive  with  those  from 
OEEC  countries. 

Hong  Kong  showed  an  increase  in  poultry  meat  imports  of  almost  kOO  per- 
cent, from  2.1  million  pounds  in  1958  to  10.0  million  in  1959-  This 
increase  was  more  than  accounted  for  by  imports  from  the  U.  S.  of  approxi- 
mately 8.0  million  pounds.    Imports  from  China  were  slightly  reduced. 

Canada's  imports  of  poultry  meat  dropped  from  I3.2  million  pounds  in 
1958  to  6.7  in  1959"almost  half— but  imports  in  i960  will  return  to  a 
more  normal  pattern  and  will  reach  at  least  15,0  million  pounds  according 
to  preliminary  figures,  virtually  all  from  the  U.  S. 

Trinidad  increased  her  iaqports  of  poultry  meat  in  1959  to  k.^  million 
pounds  from  3.k  million  in  1958,  and  is  somewhat  representative  of  the 
Caribbean  area  as  a  whole  which  comprises  a  valuable  market  for  U.  S. 
poultry  exports. 

Shell  eggs 

World  trade  in  shell  eggs  in  1959  as  represented  by  Imports  of  the 
seven  countries  which  account  for  approximately  90  percent  of  world 
trade  in  eggs,  increased  significantly- -almost  10  percent  over  a  year 
earlier.    Preliminary  data  indicate  a  further  increase  in  world  trade  in 
shell  eggs  of  about  the  same  proportion  in  i960. 

In  1959,  West  Germany  alone  increased  her  imports  by  57.6  million 
dozen,  bringing  the  total  to  klk  million  dozen.    This  represents  a  16 
percent  increase  and  is  accounted  for  mainly  by  increased  imports  from 
the  Netherlands,  up  3U.3  million  dozen;  Poland,  11.6;  and  Denmark,  7-2 
million  dozen.    Several  smaller  suppliers  also  increased  shipments,  but 
shipments  from  Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria,  Israel  and  Australia  were  reduced. 

Imports  of  fresh  chicken  eggs  during  January-June  I96O  were  higher  than 
in  any  previous  spring,  but  lower  than  the  record  shipments  during  the 
second  half  of  1959.    This  was  primarily  due  to  the  increase  in  Ehitch 
and  Danish  production  for  which  the  liberalized  Germaxi  maiitet  offered  a 
ready  outlet.    Also  Polish  egg  exports  to  Germany  increased  somewhat. 
Holland,  Denmark  and  Poland  together  accounted  for  four-fifths  of  German 
chicken  egg  imports. 
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Italy  increased  its  iaports  by  over  6  million  dozen  eggs,  Venezuela  "by 
over  l.k  million  and  Switzerland  and  France  were  moderately  higher. 
Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  and  Hong  Kong  declined. 

Egg  products 

The  amount  of  egg  products,  mostly  liquid  and  frozen,  in  world  trade, 
shrank  considerably  in  1959^  due  mainly  to  reduced  s\;^plies  froa 
Mainland  China. 

Shiifflients  of  egg  products  to  the  seven  major  free-world  maikets,  all  in 
Western  Europe,  dropped  from  113-3  million  pounds  in  195^  to  only  8I.5 
million  in  1959-    This  decline  of  almost  32  million  pounds  reflects,  for 
the  most  part,  reduced  imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  of  25  million  pounds 
but  also  reduced  imports  into  practically  every  other  large  West  European 
market.    The  decline  in  imports  of  egg  products  into  the  United  Kingdom 
was  due  mainly  to  increased  domestic  supplies  of  eggs  for  diversion  to 
processing  plants  for  freezing  and  drying. 

In  i960,  imports  of  frozen  whole  egg  into  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  up 
considerably  over  1959-    Imports  dtiring  the  first  three  quarters  were 
running  almost  ko  percent  above  the  con5)arable  period  for  1959* 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service      Washington  D.C. 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


FPE  3-61 
Jxme  1961 


UNITED  STATES  FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  POULTRY 


AND  EGGS,  i960  AND  PROSPECTS  FOR  I96I 


Exports  of  United  States  poultry  and  poultry  products  in  1960  were 
valued  at  $75 million,  a  2^  percent  increase  over  1959*  Poultry 
meat  accounted  for  $^9.6  million;  market  eggs  and  egg  products, 
$10.8  million;  hatching  eggs  and  haby  chicks,  $13 • 3  million;  and 
other  live  poultry,  $1.7  million. 

With  the  exception  of  market  eggs,  the  value  of  all  poultry  meat  aind 

poultry  piroducts  exported  during  I96O  increased.    The  value  of 

market  egg  exports  showed  a  decline  of  about  one-half  million  dollars. 

Although  the  rate  of  increase  in  I960  was  not  as  great  as  in  1959* 
exports  of  poultry  meat  are  expected  to  continue  rising  as  new  markets 
are  opened  up.    Market  promotion  work  was  carried  on  at  several  inter- 
national food  and  trade  fairs  during  I96O,  and  additional  work  of  this 
type  is  continiiing. 

Imports  of  poultry  and  poultry  products  into  the  United  States  in- 
creased moderately  from  $1.U  million  in  1959  to  $1.9  million  in  I960. 
Larger  shipments  of  shell  eggs  from  Canada  accoxinted  for  most  of  the 
increase . 

Poultry  meat 

United  States  exports  of  poultry  meat,  including  canned,  totaled  I76.5 
million  pounds  in  396O.    This  was  axi  increase  of  5O.8  million  pounds 
over  the  preceding  year.    There  was  an  increase  in  all  categories  of 
poultry  meat,  especially  broilers  and  fryers,  shipments  of  which  totaled 
93  million  poimds,  up  23  million  poxmds  over  1959*    Shipments  of  ttirkeys 
at  2k  million  pounds  were  double  the  level  of  1959.    (See  Tables  1  and  2) 
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West  Germany  continued  to  be  the  largest  custcaner  for  United  States 
poxiltry,  importing  63  •?  million  pounds  of  frozen  chicken,  a  gain  of 
26  million  pounds  over  1959*    A  change  in  import  procedures  in  April 
1961,  applicable  to  Grade  A  chicken  from  the  dollar  area,  should 
enable  United  States  exporters  to  obtain  improved  access  to  the  German 
market  during  the  remainder  of  the  current  year.    This  market  is  ex- 
pected to  continue  expanding  for  some  time  but  at  a  more  gradual  rate 
than  in  most  recent  years.    Switzerland,  the  second  largest  importer 
of  United  States  poultry  meat,  took  23  million  pounds  compared  with 
19.6  million  pounds  in  1959*    Canada  took  11. 3  million  pounds  of 
frozen  chicken,  more  than  twice  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Althoiigh 
small  in  tertos  of  total  shipments,  the  Netherlands  doubled  its  im- 
ports of  chicken  meat,  taking  about  10  million  pounds  in  i960.  Hong 
Kong's  imports  were  8.7  million  pounds,  compared  with  9*5  million 
pounds  in  1959*    The  Caribbean  area  continued  to  be  an  important  market 
for  fresh  and  frozen  chickens.    The  most  important  locations  in  this 
area  were  the  British  West  Indies  with  about  8  million  po\ands,  and  the 
Netherlands  Antilles  with  about  2  million  pounds. 

Total  exports  of  fresh  or  frozen  turkeys  and  other  poultry  and  game 
rose  to  30 •!  million  pounds  in  I96O,  a  70  percent  increase  over  1959* 
West  Germany  imported  15 '9  million  pounds  of  turkey  compared  with  6.5 
million  potmds  in  1959 •    Exports  to  Ceinada  increased  sharply  from  325 
thousand  pounds  in  1959  to  k-,1  million  pounds  in  I960,  a  result  of  the 
easing  of  rigid  import  restrictions  in  effect  on  turkeys  since  1957* 
The  Netherlands  also  took  increased  shipments  of  turkey,  1.1  million 
pounds,  double  the  level  of  shipments  in  1959*    (See  Table  2). 

United  States  exports  of  canned  poultry  totaled  12.8  million  pounds, 
an  increase  of  32  percent  over  1959 •    (See  Table  3)»    West  Germany 
continued  as  our  leading  customer  with  imports  of  k-,k  million  pounds, 
but  this  represented  a  sizable  drop  from  1959^  when  that  country  took 
7.1  million  po\inds.    The  United  Kingdom  was  in  second  place,  importing 
3.5  million  pounds  and  Australia,  a  market  which  was  opened  up  for 
United  States  canned  poultry  in  the  late  spring  of  i960,  in^orted  2.^4- 
million  pounds. 

Shell  eggs  and  egg  products 

United  States  exports  of  market  eggs  (for  consumption)  continued  to 
decline  in  i960.    Exports  were  11.3  million  dozen  compared  with  I3.7 
million  dozen  in  1959  and  22. U  million  dozen  in  1958.    (See  Table  k) . 
Exports  to  Venezuela  were  9.8  million  dozen,  an  increase  of  61.3  per- 
cent over  1959.    Exports  to  most  of  the  other  countries  dropped  sharply. 


-  3  - 


notably  to  Western  Europe  where  West  Germany  was  our  sole  customer, 
taking  only  3,000  dozen.    The  decline  in  shipments  was  due  primarily 
to  the  availability  of  eggs  from  other  countries  at  considerably  lower 
prices. 

Exports  of  dried  eggs  in  I960  were        million  pounds,  down  IT^k  per- 
cent from  1959  but  up  substantially  from  corresponding  exports  in  pre- 
ceding years.    The  decrease  was  due  to  reduced  shipments  to  West  Germany. 
This  country  was  still  the  largest  market  for  United  States  dried  eggs, 
taking  3o0  million  pounds  in  i960.    The  United  Kingdom  was  in  second 
place  with  I.3  million  pounds.    (See  Table  5).    Higher  prices  for  eggs 
generally  in  the  United  States  in  I96O,  and  reduced  supplies  available 
for  processing  was  an  important  factor  contributing  to  the  decline  in 
exports  of  dried  eggs. 

Exports  of  frozen  eggs  in  1960  were  at  a  post-war  record  level,  amounting 
to  2.6  million  pounds  which  was  over  h  times  the  average  of  shipments  in 
the  years  1951  throvigh  1959*    West  Germany  took  1  million  pounds  in  i960, 
a  100  fold  increase  over  1959*    For  the  first  time  since  1955>  Italy  was 
a  customer,  taking  336,000  pounds.    Other  important  markets  were  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Belgi\Ka-Luxembourg.    (See  Table  5)« 

Hatching  eggs,  baby  chicks,  and  other  live  poultry 

United  States  exports  of  baby  chicks  rose  from  16.5  million  head  in  1959 
to  2k.3  million  head  in  I960.    (See  Table  6).    Canadian  imports  of  7 
million  head  were  twice  as  large  as  in  1959 •    Cuba  accounted  for  a  large 
part  of  the  increase,  taking  5.6  million  head  in  i960,  compared  with  0.7 
million  head  in  1959*  ' 

Exports  to  Mexico  were  down  1.6  million.    There  were  slight  increases  in 
shipments  to  countries  in  South  America,  Western  Europe,  Asia  and  Oceania. 

United  States  exports  of  hatching  eggs  were  6.2  million  dozen,  down  7 •3 
percent.    Canada  accounted  for  the  decline,  taking  only  one  million 
dozen,  compared  with  I.5  million  dozen  in  1959*    Despite  this  decline 
Canswia  continued  the  second  largest  market  for  United  States  hatching  eggs. 
Venezuela  was  in  first  place  accounting  for  3*9  million  dozen.  Moderately 
increased  shipments  went  to  the  British  West  Indies,  Belgium-Luxembourg, 
West  Germany,  Italy  and  Spain. 

Exports  of  other  live  poultry  from  the  United  States  were  5»^  million 
pounds,  a  decrease  of  almost  1  million  pounds.    Shipments  to  Ifexico  were 
down  considerably,  less  than  1  million  pounds,  compared  with  5»1  million 
pounds  in  1959*    Canada  increased  her  in^orts  from  1.1  million  pounds  in 
1959  to  ^.1  million  pounds  in  I96O.    Exports  to  Cuba  were  also  substantially 
larger. 
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Table  2.   Turkey*  anl  other  poultry,  fresh  or  frozen:    U.  3.  export*  by  country  of  deatlmtlon,  average  1952-55,  annual  1957-60 


Destination 


1959 

i960 

Average 
1952-55 

1957 

1958 

Other  poultry 

1/ 

Turkeys 

Total 

Turkeys 

&nd  ^HJ^hH 

Total 

1,000 

1  000 

1  000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

poundB 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

6,236 

7,599 

'^,^63 

325 

3,^55 

3,780 

4,130 

2,901 

7,031 

183 

2U1 

265 

370 

97 

467 

26 

21 

47 

158 

162 

2U 

2 

~" 

2 

1 

— 

1 

77 

137 

115 

73 

19 

92 

89 

1 

90 

130 

216 

190 

211 

J  77 

388 

3IH 

601 

419 

72 

491 

422 

81 

503 

61 

3118 

718 

508 

366 

248 

6l4 

331 

522 

620 

48^ 

6 

4oi 

?4 

?s 

J? 

17 

23 

30 

16 

Q 

l4 

9/ 

l4 

60 

137 

287 

65 

15 

80 

61 

J-j 

74 

18 

35 

56 

29 

2 

31 

18 

3 

21 

7,619 

9,761 

7,169 

2,320 

3,910 

6,230 

5,520 

3,298 

e,8i8 

2 

18 

31^ 

12 

1 

13 

20 

23 

'^3 

26 

117 

98 

81 

4 

85 

57 

57 

1 

1* 

16 





2 



2 

84 

52 

31 



8 

8 

2 

V, 

17 

6 

— 

— 

5 

5 

9 

2 

11 

119 

191 

179 

98 

13 

111 

90 

40 

23 

50 

3"* 

65 

99 

4 

4 

53 

— 

— 

15 

15 

- 

3 

10 

10 

h6 

131 

2,154 

6,465 

1,034 

7,U99 

15,891 

2,002 

17,893 

1 

56 

581 

76 

506 

J.,  lj£>J 

T  1  0 

1,232 

22 

371* 

504 

4l6 

6si 

21 

10 

6 

16 

]_ 

14 

9 

9 

38 

38 

166 

561 

3,306 

l,4l6 

ft  7QS 

17  4sft 

1  Q  70s 

" 

" 

1 

1 

41 

41 

33 

205 

205 

67 

67 

5 

20 

14 

28 

42 

33 

39 

72 

13 

8 

7" 

20 

3 

23 

8 

2 

10 

39 

3 



!. 

13 

17 



U7  - 



65 



— 

— 

— 

__ 

30 

30 

— 

2 

8 

-- 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

52 

18 

68 

243 

46 

209 

228 

108 

336 

3 

Q 

11 

7 

18 

20 

3 

23 

-- 

70 

75 

9 

84 

73 

12 

85 

1 

56 

60 

20 

4 

24 

4l 

16 

57 

0 

2 

HO 

24 

7 

31 

23 

2 

25 

178 

■"107 

lorf 

97 

7 

104 

95 

22 

117 

-- 

" 

1,295 

1,295 

3 

3 

7 

7 

IS 

15 

10 

10 

218 

175 

218 

393 

20"; 

11^5 

440 

3/ 

17 

15 

14 

29 

38 

9 

lt7 

10 

18 

2 

2 

1 

1 

39 

127 

174 

181 

38 

219 

-  185 

35 

220 

1 

15 

14 

10 

24 

1^3 

fc3 

60 

46 

27 

73 

64 

23 

87 

631 

713 

1,970 

341 

2,311 

m 

26? 

1,115 

8,299 

11,162 

ll,'*35 

12,010 

5,726 

17,736 

24,144 

5,960 

30,104 

Canada  ••••  •••> 

Mexico  

Panama  Canal  Zone  

Panama  Republic   

Bahamas  

Bermuda  

Other  Br.  West  Indies  

Cuba  

Dominican  Republic  

Netherlands  Antilles  

Other  

Total  North  America  

Bifttlsh  aulana  

Peru  

Surinam  

Venezuela.  

Other  

Total  South  America  

Belgium-Luxembourg  

Denmark  

France •••••  

Oeimany,  Hest  

Netherlands  

Switzerland  

United  Klngdoti  

Other  

Total  Europe  

Congo  Republic  

Egypt  

Ghana* •«••••••••••••••••■•••• 

Liberia  

Morocco  

Nigeria  

Sudan*  a********************** 

Other.  

Total  Africa  

Kwalt  

Iran  

Israel  

Lebanon  •  

Saudi  Arabia  

Turicey  

Ceylon  

Hong  Kong  

Malaya,  Federation  of   

Philippines,  Republic  of  the. 

Singapore  

Vietnam,  laos  &  Cambodia  

Other  

Total  Asia  %  Oceania  

Orand  total  


1/  Combined  with  chickens  sind  capons  under  Poultry  and  Oame  prior  to  1952.  2/  Less  than  5OO  pounds.  3/  Shown  with  Singapore  as  British  Malaya 
prior  to  1958. 
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Table  3«    Canned  poultry:    U.  So  exports  by  country  of  destination,  average  1951-55,  annual  1957-60 


Destination 


Average 
1951-55 


U 


1957 


1/ 


1958 


1959 


1,000 

•  pounds 

Canada  :  1,805 

Mexico  :  3 

FanaJia  Cacal  Zone  :  11 

Bernmda  :  7 

Cuba  :  3 

Netherlands  Antilles  :  5 

British  West  Indies  :  2 

Other  :  U 

Total  North  America  :  l,81)-0 

Chile  :  3 

Colombia  :  256 

Venezuela   80 

Other  :  l6_ 

Total  South  America   355 

Denmark  :  4 

France  :  2/ 

Germany,  West...  :  1 

Netherlands  :  1 

Sweden  :  9 

Switzerland  :  2 

United  Kingdom  :  137 

Other  :  2 

Total  Europe  :  156 

Liberia  : 

Libya  : 

Ohana  : 

Union  of  South  Africa  : 

Other  :  2_ 

Total  Africa  :  3_ 

Bahrein  :  'k 

Ii^  : 

Israel  :  23 

Kuwait  :  h 

Lebanon  :  8 

Sa\;di  Arabia  :  I6 

Hong  Kong  :  4 

Singapore    ^   :  ^^ 

Viet-Nam,  Laos  &  Canibodia  : 

Australia  : 

New  Zealand  : 

U.  S.  Trust  Pacific  Islands  :  2 

Other  :  9L 

Total  Asia  &  Oceania  :  70 

Grand  total  :  2,U2l* 


1,000 
pounds 

1,772 

2 
2 
1 
h 
18 
1 

1,800 


22 

77 

13 


112 


12 

31 
3 
18 
10 

15 
"59- 


18 
15 


15 
11 
llf 
If 
81 


13 


1,000 
pounds 

1,705 

9 
71 

5 
33 
8U 
]2 


1,919 


8 

6 
138 

7 


159 


9 
1 

617 
31 


8 


2 
10 

29 
2 


16 
25 

u 
27 

10 

19 
31 


159 


1,000 
pounds 

1,815 
25 

\ 
22 

1 

 8_ 

1,875 


6 


300 


7 
12 
7,lU6 

17 
36 
17U 
1 


7,393 


2 
5 
22 


33 


h 
9 

16 

7 
9 
6 


21 
1* 


90 


2,191 


2,9^^6 


9,691 


1/  Canned  chicken  only  prior  to  1958 •  2/  Less  than  500  pounds. 
1958. 


2/  Included  British  Malaya  prior  to 


CcHnplled  from  figures  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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WORID  POUI/TRY  MEAT  AMD  EGG  TRADE  SETS  RECORD; 
MEAT  TRADE  TO  HE  UP  IN  I96I 

World  trade  in  poultry  meat,  indicated  by  imports  of  the  8  principal 
markets,  reached  a  nev  high  of  i|-l6  million  pounds  in  I96O.    This  vas 
26  percent  above  the  preceding  year  and  almost  80  percent  over  1958* 
Rising  West  German  imports  accounted  for  73  percent  of  total  trade. 
Canada,  Switzerland  and  Austria  also  imported  more. 

World  trade  in  shell  eggs,  based  on  imports  of  the  7  most  in5)ortant 
trading  countries,  has  shown  a  marked  upward  trend  in  recent  years. 
In  i960,  exports  to  these  7  coiantries  amounted  to  669  million  dozen, 
con5)ared  with  637  million  in  1959* 

West  Germany  was  the  major  market,  and  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark 
the  chief  siQ)pliers.    The  upward  trend  in  trade  was  checked  slightly 
in  i960  as  exports  from  the  Netherlands,  the  world's  largest  s\jpplier, 
declined  slightly  and  those  from  Denmark  fell  sharply.    These  2 
coTintries  supplied  about  52  percent  of  the  eggs  entering  international 
trade  in  I960,  a  smaller  proportion  than  in  previous  years.    The  de- 
cline in  exports  from  these  2  countries  was  partly  offset  by  increased 
e^qports  from  Eastern  Europe  and  Iszuel. 


West  Germany  iaiported  305  million  pounds  in  I96O,  accounting  for  73 
percent  of  the  8-country  total.    The  Netherlands,  the  largest  supplier, 
exported  10^4-  million  pounds  to  West  Germany.    The  United  States  became 
Germany's  second  major  supplier  of  slaiightered  poultry  in  1959  and 
maintained  this  position  in  I960.    Imports  from  the  United  States 
totaled  80  million  pounds  compared  with  ^6  million  poimds  in  1959* 
Denmark  and  Poland  were  the  next  largest  suppliers. 


Poultry  meat 
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Preliminary  statistics  indicate  that  the  United  States  has  continued 
to  share  in  Oermany's  expanding  market  in  I961.  Changes  in  licensing  of 
U.  S.  Grade  "A"  chickens  in  the  spring  of  I96I  made  it  possible  for 
U.  S.  exporters  to  compete  more  effectively  in  this  market  for  the 
first  time. 

Switzerland,  the  second  largest  market  for  fresh  and  frozen  poultry 
meat,  imported  37  million  pounds  in  I960,  compared  with  31  million 
pounds  in  1959.    Of  this,  26  million  came  from  the  United  States.  The 
Netherlands  supplied  8  million  pounds. 

Canada's  imports  of  poultry  meat  rose  sharply  to  2h  million  pounds, 
compared  with  9  jnillion  pounds  in  1959,  all  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  into  Italy  were  down  for  the  second  consecutive  year,  as 
domestic  production  of  poultry  meat  continued  to  rise.    Total  imports 
were  10  million  pounds  in  i960,  compared  with  15  million  in  1959* 
Hungary  and  Yugoslavia  were  the  chief  sources. 

Shell  eggs 

World  trade  in  shell  eggs,  based  on  imports  of  the  7  most  important 
trading  countries,  has  trended  upward  in  recent  years.    In  190O,  total 
exports  to  these  7  countries  amounted  to  669  million  dozen,  compared 
with  637  million  dozen  in  1959*    West  Germemy  was  the  major  market, 
and  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark  were  the  chief  suppliers. 

The  rise  in  trade  was  checked  slightly  in  196O  as  exports  froa  the 
Netherlands,  the  world's  largest  supplier  declined  slightly  and  those 
from  Denmark  fell  shaiply.    These  2  countries  accounted  for  about  52 
percent  of  the  eggs  entering  international  trade  in  i960,  a  somewhat 
smaller  proportion  than  in  previous  years.    This  decline  was  partially 
offset  by  increased  exports  from  Eastern  Europe  and  Israel. 

West  Germany,  the  most  iii?)ortant  market,  imported  397  million  dozen 
in  I960,  amounting  for  59  percent  of  the  world  import  trade.    For  the 
first  time  since  World  War  II  total  imports  of  shell  eggs  declined, 
due  mainly  to  a  smaller  export  surplus  in  Denmark  and  to  increased 
domestic  production.    Netherlands,  the  leading  suppUer,  shipped  221 
million  dozen  eggs,  the  same  as  in  1959,  ^ut  shipments  from  Denmark 
were  down  substantially* 

Italy,  the  second  largest  market  for  shell  eggs,  imported  IO3  million 
dozin  in  i960,  up  25  percent  from  1959-    Poland  repUced  the  Netherlands 
as  Italy's  chief  supplier  in  i960.    Israel  was  the  second  major  source. 
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Imports  into  Hong  Kong  of  k2  million  dozen  were  ixp  25  percent  over 
the  preceding  year.    The  United  Kingdom  imported  35  million  dozen  in 
i960  compared  vith  only  I3  million  in  1959*    There  vere  no  significant 
changes  in  the  volume  of  imports  in  i960  by  the  other  3  niajor  buying 
countries  —  Venezuela,  Switzerland  and  France. 

Egg  products 

Imports  of  egg  products  into  the  7  major  markets  amotuated  to  96  million 
pounds  in  I96O  compared  with  82  million  in  1959 • 

Australia  replaced  Mainland  China  as  the  leading  supplier  of  egg 
products.    The  United  Kingdom  was  the  largest  market,  taking  almost  k'i 
million  poiands  compared  with  35  million  in  1959 •    There  were  increased 
shipments  to  all  other  major  markets  except  France,  where  Imports  de- 
clined 10  percent  from  1959* 


Growth  Through  Agricultural  Progress 
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